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Video: University of Michigan
student verbally assaults Uber driver

Posted By Allie Gross on Mon, Mar 28, 2016 at 2:20 pm

Uber abusive rider University of Michigan

A video that was uploaded to YouTube last week shows University of Michigan
student Jake Croman berating Uber driver Artur Zawada in a cringeworthy,
explicative-filled rant.

The video starts with a student, one in a group of men, questioning Zawada

saying, "You’re not going to let us go?"

At this point Croman, wearing a black fur-lined jacket, comes forward and
whips out his phone to record Zawada, who is already taping him. "You're
canceling us again why? For what?"
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Before Zawada can answer Croman, whose Instagram says he's graduating in
2016, launches into a discriminatory tirade.

"They don’t give a shit about you. They don’t give two fucks. There’s 50 of you,
and there is one of me here. Who spends the most money, you little

fuck? Yeah, fuck you, Artur, you little faggot fuck. You wanna kick me off? Kick
me off, you little piece of shit. You’re an Uber driver. Go fucking drive, you
little fuck. Minimum wage faggot. Go fuck yourself. You're working all day?
Guess what? I'm going to sit on my ass and watch TV. Fuck you."

Zawada spoke with college news network The Tab and explained that before
the video started, he told Croman that he wouldn't drive him because of a
previous trip where the group had not been respectful.

"I already told him I would never take him again," says Zawada. "He knew that
but he didn’t cancel the trip. I pulled in, I didn’t even say anything to the guy,
and that happened. So I pulled out my cell phone and recorded him. He should
just have canceled before I came over. They were looking for trouble. They
were hoping I would lose my cool.”

Buzzfeed spoke with Ann Arbor's police, who shared that Zawada filed a
police report on March 23, about an incident on March 20 where he says he
was verbally abused by a man he had driven before.

“I have lived in this country for 30 years,” Zawada told The Tab. “To see
someone have complete disregard for another human being — to be abused just
because they overloaded the car or they are mean or rude, I have to put a stop
for it. I was shocked. I was just in disbelief.”

For the University of Michigan's part, they have released a statement: "We are
extremely disappointed in the behavior depicted in this video. No one should
be treated with such disrespect.”

Buzzfeed, however, reports that the school's spokesperson had no information
as to whether disciplinary action had been taken against Croman, who is a
member of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity.

Croman released the following statement to Buzzfeed:

"This video shows one side of an argument I had with an Uber driver two
weeks ago after he refused to pick me up on the basis of my religion. What you
don’t see in the video is that the driver had made a number of offensive anti-
Semitic remarks that provoked my response. I am not proud of my reaction to
his discrimination and I regret my choice of words. Shortly after the verbal
altercation, I filed a complaint with the Ann Arbor Police Department and they
are now dealing with the issue.”

When Buzzfeed asked the Ann Arbor police department about said complaint, a
spokesperson was unable to locate his name in the system. When Buzzfeed
followed up with Croman, he said he couldn't provide the case number because

he was away from school.
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Join the discussion...

DaddysLilBroBro * a year ago - m
This kid's a tool. So used to daddy bailing him out that he thinks he is untouchable.
Hoping the next driver he fucks with takes justice into their own hands and stomps
his ugly face into the pavement.

1A~ v - Reply - Share>

JC - ayearago - M
How can the driver be anti Semitic when he's an REAL Semite, not some Eastern
European interloper.

A v « Reply - Share>»

Voice In Detroit « a year ago - N
What a dick. At least the Uber driver is working instead of sitting at home watching
his moms tv. "faggot"? Really? Have a good month being ostracized by your whole
campus dumb@$$.

1A~ ~ - Reply + Share>

Spartan - a year ago | |
Uh... Go Blue!?
2 ~ v « Reply - Share»

This comment was deleted.

Dongald Trumpenis & Guest * a year ago - N
| really enjoyed reading your insights- oh wait... that was someone else.
A v ¢ Reply « Share>»

the HogLeg cometh ” Guest * a year ago - N

@@ Stop being such a little cunt.
A v < Reply ¢ Share>

Trexinmichigan - a year ago - M
The upside of this whole thing is the little pricks online life has been effectively
destroyed.He earned it. Might as well be named Santorum now.

2 A~ v - Reply » Share»

educate an empower * a year ago - N
Dear EMPLOYERS....... DO NOT hire Jake Croman in the future or | will boycott
youlllit

A v < Reply « Share>»

Francisco Pefa * a year ago -
Few things...

1) the guy was a tool for verbally abusing.

2) If the driver did discriminate before, the driver is also in the wrong.

3) UM shouldn't do anything, as its not a school issue. The guy was a student, who
attempted to use a private company's services. If he berated a staff member of UM,
fine, but Uber has nothing to do with UM.

A v < Reply « Share»

. Adam Kadmon ~ Francisco Pefia * a year ago -
Itis a 'school issue'.
If you Google Uber U of M, this video is the #1 result.
Jake Croman has created a great deal of negative publicity for the school.
Whatever action the University takes will be justified, up to and including
expulsion.
A~ v < Reply - Share»

nolimitdetroiter # Francisco Pefia ¢ a year ago i

@@ What about those GP kids who were expelled? Same argument.
A v . Reply - Share>»
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